Section 3: Comprehensive Standards Compliance Certification

College of Coastal Georgia

3.4.1 The institution demonstrates that each educational program for which academic credit
is awarded is approved by the faculty and the administration. (Academic program
approval)

Compliance Status: Compliance

The College of Coastal Georgia follows a thorough and written vetting process for the approval
of new degree programs and course additions/deletions, as well as other curricular changes.
The faculty, School Deans, and Vice President for Academic Affairs, as well as the Faculty
Senate Curriculum Committee, play an integral role in creating, updating, revising, and deleting
of curricula. The Curriculum Proposal Form is used for documentation of the process. The new
program and other curriculum change processes are written in the 2010 College of Coastal
Georgia Full-Time & Part-Time Faculty Handbooks.

As stated in the Senate Bylaws (Article VI, Section 2), the College’s Curriculum Committee
recommends to the Faculty Senate by majority vote general curricular policies affecting the
academic programs offered by the College. The Committee considers all proposals for new
degree programs, majors, and/or minors and makes its recommendations to the Faculty Senate
for action.

The initial suggestion of a new program may originate from many sources, both from within and
outside the institution, including any member of the faculty. The development of the proposed
new program, based on a formal needs assessment, is coordinated by the School Dean of the
instructional unit which would have primary responsibility for offering the program in consultation
with the Vice President for Academic Affairs. The proposed program must be consistent with
the College’s mission and Strategic Master Plan.

The proposed program will be reviewed for completeness by the Vice President for Academic
Affairs and included on the agenda for the College’s Curriculum Committee. If a majority of the
members of the Committee recommend approval of the proposed new program, the Chair will
forward this recommendation to the Faculty Senate for its review. The Senate will then forward
its recommendation to the President. If the President approves the program, he or she confers
with the staff of the USG Board of Regents concerning submission of the proposal for review
and approval. New program proposals, following a prescribed University System submission
template and process, approved by the President are forwarded to the Board of Regents staff
that review the program and are posted on the Board of Regents website for the 35 Board of
Regents’ colleges and universities to review. The program proposal is presented to the Board
of Regents for final approval. Besides the ongoing College institutional effectiveness
processes, the program undergoes a Board of Regents system comprehensive program
reviews to determine its effectiveness.
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The recent academic program approval for the Bachelor of Science in Health Informatics by the
USG provides an illustration of how the process unfolded and how the School of Business and
Public Affairs utilized a cross-walk in developing the Health Informatics curriculum.

All new degree programs are developed and approved by the College faculty and administration
through this process.
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Supporting Documentation

College of Coastal Georgia Curriculum Proposal Form

2010-2011 College of Coastal Georgia Full-Time Faculty Handbook

2010-2011 College of Coastal Georgia Part-Time Faculty Handbook

College of Coastal Georgia Faculty Senate Bylaws, Article VI, Section 2

USG New Program submission template

Bachelor of Science in Health Informatics, new academic program submission sample

Bachelor of Science in Health Informatics, curriculum cross-walk
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